The main purpose of this paper is to construct a personality profile of Yolanda, a Latin woman potentate of the Eastern Roman Empire. The key question the author is addressing is whether or not the personality profile of Yolanda can serve as a guide to the personality traits of modern women as political leaders. The most important information in this article is the influence of family, religion, schooling, class, status, experiences, and social contacts upon the psychological development of Yolanda. The main inference in this paper is that there may be similar attributes and circumstances that facilitate the election of women to chiefs-of-state in modern countries. This article was written within the context of constructivism and feminist international relations theory.
Introduction
The ancient Roman political system evolved through time. the Roman Empire extended from the rugged highlands of Scotland to the hot desert of Arabia. The empire encompassed two million square miles, 44 provinces, and 40 million people which made it too large to govern from one capital (Mommsen, 1996) . The division of the empire became permanent in 364 with the rule of Valentinian I from Rome and Flavius Valens from Constantinople How to cite this paper: Belfiglio, V. J. (2018) . Yolanda of Flanders: Latin Woman Potentate of the Roman Empire. Advances in Historical Studies, 7, [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] https://doi.org/10. 4236/ahs.2018.71003 Advances in Historical Studies (Threadgold, 1995) .
The Western Roman Empire collapsed in 476 when Odoacer, a powerful Germanic king, deposed Emperor Romulus Augustulus at Rome. The Eastern Roman Empire continued to thrive, although in time it underwent significant cultural changes. The culture which emerged included the Greek language which became the official language on all government documents by the seventh century, the emergence of the Eastern Orthodox Church, combined with Asian features and characteristics. However, the Eastern Empire preserved many customs and traditions of the Western Empire and continued to consider themselves as Romans (Goffart, 1980 (King, 1969) .
Review of the Literature
Unfortunately, there are few primary source materials which cover the reign of Yolanda of Flanders. The best primary source is: and Georgius Acropolitae, Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae. Useful secondary sources include Vasiliev, Alexander A., A History of the Byzantine Empire, vol. 2; Longnon, Jean., L'Empire latin de Constantinople et la princippaute de Moree (Longnon, 1949) , who presents the entire history of the Latin Empire, while Threadgold, Warren, A History of the Byzantine State and Society, offers the entire history of the Byzantine Empire. An excellent source for the late medieval Balkans is Fine, John, The Late Medieval Balkans: A Critical Survey from the Late Twelfth Century to the Ottoman Conquest (Fine, 1987) . Agathias Scholasticus wrote a history of the Eastern Roman Empire from 552-559. Additional sources will be cited, archaeological evidence explored, and coins, portraits and busts of Yolanda examined.
Scope and Method
The methodology employed in this paper is a configurative-ideographic case study based on a biographical Sketch of Yolanda of Flanders within the political realities of the Byzantine Empire during the 11 th century, and constructivism and feminist international relations theory. This is a topic that needs addressing for two reasons. The first reason is to better understand the ascent of a Lat- (Harding, 1987) . It is important to increase understanding of how gender is constructed and functions in social, cultural, historical, and institutional contexts, particularly as they affect political leadership roles for women.
The Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantine Empire)
In 330 the Roman Emperor Constantine I (285-337) founded a new capital of the Roman Empire on the site of an ancient Greek city named Byzantium. He recognized the need for a capital to replace Rome, which was losing the ability to serve as the center of defense for the widely spread frontiers on the Rhine and Danube rivers and in the East (Eusebius, 1999 (Aelius, 1976) . The Vestal Virgins who served in the Western Empire had considerable authority in religious and moral matters.
They also handled secret documents and legal wills and could grant immunity to criminals (Wildfang, 2006) . The third reason for the ascendance of Irene was her talent for leadership. She was energetic, productive and adaptable. , an ecclesiastic, wrote that Irene was "most pious, ambitious and possessed a brave and prudent mind" (Theophanes, 2006) . Threadgold, Warren also praises Irene's character and leadership: She had "keen political instincts, a strong will, and some devoted allies in the bureaucracy... She relied heavily on her civil officials and clergy... the results served the empire rather well (1997) . In the final analysis, Irene ascended to the throne through the support of powerful men and women of that time (Belfiglio, 2013 (Psellus, 1953) . The sisters managed the empire well, although Psellus wrote: "the nations around us have made their sudden incursions against our borders and the army and fleet were downsized" (Psellus, 1953; Belfiglio, 2016) .
During the interval between the rule of Theodora and Yolanda of Flanders Normans, civil wars, internal chaos, rebellions among the themata, and the Crusades the empire began to disintegrate. Bulgaria steadily increased its power during the ninth and tenth centuries and became a major player in the region.
By 1203 Turks seized land in Anatolia while the Bulgars ravaged lands in the
European provinces (Psellus, 1953; Haldon, 2001 
United States Presidential Election of 2016
What can be extrapolated from this study about the loss of Secretary Hillary Clergyman and she a devout member of the Lutheran Church (Beckett, 2006; Prince, 2017; Skard, 2014) .
Conclusion
Sometimes great leaders can alter the course of history, while other leaders are entrapped by history. Yolanda belonged to the latter group. Nothing in the literature suggests that she actively sought to become potentate of the Eastern Ro- 
